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ANTI-MASONRY. 


A  narrative  of  the  Anti-Masonic  Excitement  in  the  western  part  of  the  state  of 

New  York,  during  the  years  1826,  1827,  1828, .and  part  of  1829.  By  Henry 

Brown,  Counsellor  at  Law  :  Batavia,  New  York  :  pp.  244 :  1829. 

This  is  the  first  connected  and  rational  account  we  have  seen  of 
the  rise  and  progress  of  Anti-Masonry  in  our  country.  It  exhibits 
with  candor,  temper,  and  clearness,  the  history  of  what  is  called  Pub-  r 
lie  Excitement  ;  a  species  of  madness,  which,  having  for  the  most 
part  its  origin  in  the  best  feelings  of  our  nature,  almost  always  degen¬ 
erates  into  an  instrument  in  the  hands  of  designing  men,  either  of 
political  or  religious  persecution. 

The  sentiment  which  gives  rise  to  public  excitement,  if  not  always 
virtuous,  is  generally  mistaken  for  virtue.  But  such  is  the  nature  of 
man,  and  such  the  perversion  to  which  his  best  feelings  are  liable ; 
such  the  dominion  which  cunning  and  hypocrisy  too  often  acquire 
over  the'Tinagination,  when  overheated  by  enthusiasm,  that  it  has  al¬ 
most  always  happened,  in  every  age  and  country,  that  the  stream, 
however  pure  in  its  source,  has  been  diverted  to  purposes  of  misery 
and  mischief.  Sometimes  it  rolls  its  destructive  energies  over  all 
who  stand  in  the  way  of  its  progress  ;  and  at  others,  turning  short  in 
its  course,  it  overwhelms  those  who  were  the  first  to  poison  its  waters 
and  stimulate  its  fury. 

However  the  subject  of  anti-masonry  may  have  become  connected 
with  the  strife  of  party,  we  certainly  shall  not  consider  it  in  the  light 
of  a  political  question.  Its  temporary  influence  in  the  great  struggles 
of  ambition,  is  to  us  a  matter  of  subordinate  interest.  We  view  it  in 
a  wider  sphere  of  action,  and  in  its  more  permanent  consequences. 
We  consider  the  uses  to  which  this  excitement  has  been  prostituted, 
as  disgraceful  to  the  character  of  the  country  ;  as  furnishing  decisive 
proof  that  there  are  sufficient  materials  of  ignorance  and  fanaticism 
among  us,  with  which  to  fashion  the  implements  of  proscription  and 
persecution.  We  contemplate  it  as  paving  the  way  for  bigotry  and 
hypocrisy  to  intrude  themselves  into  our  political  system,  and  poison 
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the  spring  of  our  liberties  at  its  very  source  ;  as  a  daring  attempt,  in 
short, to  make  the  love  ofjustiee  and  the  detestation  of  crime  subservient 
to  the  purposes  of  injustice  and  oppression,  and  bring  back  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  the  United  States  to  the  threshold  of  bigotry  and  intolerance. 
For  these  reasons  it  is,  that  we  consider  the  subject  as  highly  im¬ 
portant,  and  not  on  the  score  of  its  incidental  connexion  with  politics. 

It  is  not  a  little  amusing  to  hear  our  orators  and  writers  declaiming 
on  the  progress  of  the  age  ;  the  development  of  mind,  and  the  utter 
imposibility  of  reviving,  at  least  in  the  United  States,  those  disgrace¬ 
ful  scenes  of  former  ages,  when  the  ignorance  and  credulity  of  man¬ 
kind  were  made  the  dupes  of  barefaced  imposition.  We  talk  of  the 
Spanish  Inquisition  ;  of  the  persecution  of  Jews,  Albigenses,  Hugo- 
nots,  and  Freemasons,  with  most  admirable  self-sufficiency,  and  plume 
ourselves  in  the  presumption  of  its  being  quite  impossible  they  should 
ever  be  reacted  here.  What  is  the  difference  between  the  history 
of  the  persecutions  of  the  freemasons  in  Spain  and  Portugal,  and  that 
of  the  persecution  of  the  masons  in  New-York  ?  The  feeling  which 
dictated  them  is  the  same,  and  if  there  is  any  difference  in  degree,  it 
arises  alone  from  the  benevolence  of  our  law's,  and  the  sanctity  they 
throw  around  the  person  of  every  citizen.  It  is  not  to  be  for  a  mo¬ 
ment  doubted,  that  if  these  real  or  pretended  zealots  could  have  had 
their  way,  sacrifices  of  blood  would  have  been  made  on  the 
altar  of  hypocrisy  and  fanaticism.  Hypocrisy  is  cold  and  cruel  ; 
fanatacism  hot  and  malignant ;  both  together  constitute  one  of  the 
most  dangerous  combinations  against  the  freedom  of  opinion,  and  the 
happiness  of  mankind,  that  the  mind  can  conceive.  We  shall  there¬ 
fore  speak  on  this  subject  with  a  freedom  which  its  importance  de¬ 
mands,  alike  uninfluenced  by  fear  or  by  favor. 

The  spark  which  lighted  this  mighty  flame,  fell  in  the  village  of 
Batavia,  in  the  western  part  of  the  state  of  New  York  ;  and  was 
struck  out  by  a  little  miserable  contention,  which,  according  to  our 
author  originated  in  the  rivalry  of  two  village  newspapers.  But  it 
fell  among  combustibles,  it  would  seem,  and  by  degrees  became 
a  devouring  conflagration.  It  is  worth  while  to  extract  from  the 
work  under  consideration,  a  sketch  of  the  two  prominent  characters 
of  the  drama,  if  only  to  show  from  what  small  beginnings  may  arise 
a  tempest,  that  will  sweep  away  the  rights  of  thousands  and  tens  of 
■thousands.  As  such  it  affords  an  instructive  lesson. 
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“  David  C.  Miller  established  himself  some  years  ago  in  the  village  of  Batavia, 
as  the  printer  of  a  public  journal.  A  rival  press  being  not  long  after  introduced, 
in  consequence  of  a  feud  between  Miller  and  some  of  his  political  friends,  his  un¬ 
dertaking  as  printer  and  editor  became  unprofitable.  This  circumstance  exasper¬ 
ated  his  mind,  and  caused  him  to  regard  himself  as  an  object  of  persecution.  He 
was  possessed  of  cunning,  and  respectable  talents,  and  said  to  be  very  irregular  in 
his  personal  habits.  His  situation  generally  predisposed  him  to  embark  in  any  en¬ 
terprise  however  desperate,  from  which  wealth  or  power  could  be  expected.  He 
had  been  initiated  many  years  before  as  an  entered  apprentice  mason  at  Albany, 
but  as  soon  as  Morgan's  intentions  to  publish  the  masonic  secrets  we/e  proclaimed, 
he  approved  of  the  design,  and,  with  the  expectation  of  amassing  thereby  a  fortune, 
agreed  to  become  his  partner. 

“  William  Morgan,  whose  name,  by  reason  of  his  unfortunate  catastrophe,  has 
recently  become  familiar  to  the  American  people,  was  a  native  of  Virginia,  and 
born  in  Culp  . pper  county,  in  that  state,  in  the  year  1775  or  1776.  Of  his  early 
history,  little  or  nothing  is  known.  It  has  been  asserted,  though  probably  more 
for  effect  than  for  any  thing  else,  that  he  was  a  captain  in  General  Jackson's  army, 
and  fought  and  distinguished  himself  at  the  battle  of  New-Orleans.  It  has  also 
been  asserted,  that  he  belonged  to  a  band  of  pirates,  and  w  as  sentenced  to  be  hang¬ 
ed  ;  but  paidoned  upon  condition  of  his  entering  that  army.  These,  however,  are 
merely  reports,  got  up  and  circulated  since  his  abduction,  and  neither  of  them  are 
probably  entitled  to  any  ciedit.  In  October,  1819,  at  the  age  of  43  or  44,  he  mar¬ 
ried  Lucinda  Pendleton,  of  Richmond,  Viiginia,  nowr  Lucinda  Morgan,  of  Genesee 
county,  whose  misfortunes  have  since  been  the  subject  of  much  commisseration, 
then  in  her  16th  year.  In  1821  they  removed  to  Canada,  where  he  commenced 
the  business  of  a  brewer,  near  Yoik,  iu  the  Upper  Province.  The  destruction  of 
his  brewery  afterwards,  by  fire,  reduced  him.  it  is  said,  to  poverty,  and  he  remov¬ 
ed  to  Rochester,  in  this  state,  where  he  worked  at  his  trade,  and  received  occasion¬ 
ally  some  assistance  from  the  masonic  fraternity.  From  thence,  he  removed  to 
Batavia,  in  the  county  of  Genesee,  and  wrorked  also  at  his  trade,  which  was  that  of 
a  mason,  till  his  unfortunate  abduction  in  1826.  During  the  time  of  his  residence 
in  the  latter  place,  he  was  very  intemperate,  and  frequently  neglected  his  family' 
Without  the  advantages  of  education  in  early  life,  he  had  subsequently  acquired 
a  competent  knowledge  of  reading,  writing,  and  arithmetic,  and  was  a  tolerably 
good  accountant.  Possessed  of  a  good  share  of  common  sense,  and  considerable 
suavity  of  manner,  he  appeared  respectable  ;  and  when  uninfluenced  by  ardent 
spirits,  was  a  pleasant  social  companion. 

“  He  was  made  a  royal  arch  mason  in  Le  Roy,  about  four  or  five  years  ago  ;  but 
when  or  where  he  received  the  previous  degrees,  is  not  certainly  known  ;  and  we 
have  no  means  at  present  of  ascertaining.  When  it  was  proposed,  in  1826,  or  per¬ 
haps  as  early  as  1825,  to  establish  a  chapter  in  Batavia,  a  petition  to  the  grand 
chapter  of  the  state  was  drawn  up,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  charter.  The 
individual  to  whom  it  was  intrusted  for  procuring  signatures,  (without  reflecting 
that  all  who  signed  the  petition  would  become  members  of  course,)  inadvertently 
presented  it  to  him,  and  he  being  at  that  time  a  zealous  mason,  signed  it.  Before, 
however,  the  petition  was  presented  to  the  grand  chapter,  some  individuals,  un¬ 
willing  that  be  should  become  a  member,  on  account  of  his  habits,  thought  it  ad 
visable  to  draw  up  a  new  petition,  wThich  was  accordingly  done — the  new  one  pre 
sented,  and  a  charter  obtained.  When  the  charter  subsequently  arrived,  and  the 
chapter  was  about  being  organized,  it  was  found,  much  to  his  surprise,  that  his 
name  was  not  included  among  their  number,  and  of  course  that  he  could  not  b» 
admitted  without  a  unanimous  vote.  Being  unable,  at  that  time,  to  procure  such 
vote,  he  was  excluded.  At  this,  be  took  offence  ;  but  whether  it  influenced  his 
subsequent  conduct,  is  not,  and  can  not  certainly  be  known.  At  all  events,  how¬ 
ever,  from  being  the  warm  and  zealous  friend  of  the  institution,  as  he  had  hitherte 
pretended  to  be,  he  became  at  once  its  determined  foe.  His  habits  being  dissolute 
— his  principles  hanging  loosly  about  him,  and  the  companions  with  wThom  he  us¬ 
ually  associated  spurring  him  on  to  the  undertaking — the  immense  wealth,  which 
he,  and  probably  they,  supposed  would  reward  his  exertions,  induced  him,  at  eve¬ 
ry  hazard,  to  attempt  the  revelation  of  masonic  secrets.  Soon  after  this  determin¬ 
ation  was  formed,  his  intentions  were  publicly  announced.  At  first,  it  was  regard¬ 
ed  by  all,  masons  as  well  as  others,  as  a  thing  of  little  or  no  importance.  It  was 
soon  perceived,  however,  that  an  apparent  uneasiness  was  felt  on  the  part  of  some 
inconsiderate  masons.  This,  of  course,  stimulated  Miller.  Morgan,  and  their  friends, 
to  persevere  in  the  work.  Some  unfortunate  altercation  took  place  in  the  village 
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newspapers.  This  added  fuel  to  the  flame  just  beginning  to  burn.  Efforts  to  sup¬ 
press  the  work  were  talked  of ;  and  some,  it  is  said,  proposed  doing  it  by  force.  The 
respectable  part  of  the  masonic  fraternity,  supposing  that  nothing  of  that  kind 
would  seriously  be  attempted,  and,  like  a  nine  day  wonder,  that  it  would  soon  van¬ 
ish  and  wholly  disappear,  took  little  or  no  interest  in  the  question.  While  they 
were  folding  their  arms,  in  expectation  that  the  fire,  kindled  by  folly,  would  soon 
be  extinguished  in  its  own  ardour,  an  inconsiderate  scheme,  it  seems,  was  concert¬ 
ed,  bjr  individual  masons,  for  suppressing,  by  force,  the  contemplated  work,  whick 
in  its  execution  afterwards,  created  an  explosion  which  has  been  heard  throughout 
the  globe,  ami  which  some  contend,  has  shaken  to  its  centre  an  institution  reared 
to  virtue  and  cemented  by  time.” 

It  appears  that  in  consequence  of  the  preceding  occurrences,  a 
party  of  forty  or  fifty  persons  assembled  at  night  in  the  village  of  Ba¬ 
tavia,  with  the  design  of  breaking  into  Miller’s  office,  and  procuring 
the  manuscripts  relating  to  masonry,  deposited  there  for  the  purpose 
of  being  printed.  But  they  dispersed  early  in  the  morning  without 
committing  any  violence.  Two  nights  after,  an  attempt  was  made 
to  set  Miller’s  office  on  fire,  but  whether  by  the  same  persons,  or  by 
Miller  himself,  was  at  that  time  very  much  doubted,  according  to  our 
author.  Some  persons  belonging  to  the  masonic  fraternity,  offered 
a  reward  of  one  hundred  dollars  for  the  discovery  of  the  incendiary. 
A  warrant  was  issued  against  one  Howard,  as  an  accomplice  in  this 
affair  ;  but  the  officer  was  advised  by  some  gentleman  of  the  law  not 
to  arrest  him,  and  he  fled  no  one  knows  whither. 

In  May  following,  Morgan  was  arrested  at  Canandaigua  for  petit 
larceny,  in  borrowing  of  one  Kinsley,  a  tavern-keeper,  a  shirt  and 
cravat,  without  returning  it  according  to  promise.  He  was,  however, 
acquitted  and  set  at  liberty,  but  immediately  afterwards  committed  to 
prison  for  debt.  The  officer  who  arrested  him  on  a  charge  of  petit 
larceny,  with  two  or  three  persons  who  accompanied  him,  were  in¬ 
dicted  for  it  and  acquitted. 

On  the  morning  after  Morgan  was  committed  to  prison  for  debt, 
one  Loton  Lawson  called,  paid  the  debt,  and  procured  his  discharge. 
Morgan  was  then  placed  in  a  carriage  waiting  at  the  door,  unwilling¬ 
ly  and  by  violence,  as  it  would  seem,  and  driven  directly  to  Roches¬ 
ter.  It  was  proved  afterwards,  that  the  carriage  belonged  to  Nicho¬ 
las  G.  Chesebro,  who  was  tried  for  participating  in  this  affair,  togeth¬ 
er  with  two  others, — neither  of  whom,  it  was  ascertained,  had  left 
Canandaigua,  the  place  from  whence  Morgan  was  forcibly  carried 
away.  They  were,  however,  found  guilty  and  imprisoned.  Our 
author  adds  :  “Morgan  of  course  must  have  fallen  into  other  hands. 
The  precise  manner  in  which  he  was  conveyed  from  thence  to  Fort 
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Niagara  has  never  been  ascertained  ;  nor  has  it  positively  been  prov¬ 
ed  that  he  was  conveyed  thither.  Circumstances,  however,  which 
in  many  cases  are  equally  conclusive  with  positive  proof,  and  often 
more  so,  leave  no  doubt  of  the  fact.” 

What  these  circumstances  were,  that  are  more  conclusive  than 
positive  proof,  we  should  like  to  know.  To  us,  it  seems  almost  ab¬ 
surd  to  say,  that  circumstantial  evidence  is  at  any  time  equal  to  positive 
proof.  We  have  read  the  evidence  of  the  fact  of  Morgan  having 
been  carried  to  Fort  Niagara,  and  there  murdered,  and  confess  our¬ 
selves  entirely  unsatisfied  on  the  subject.  Taking  into  consideration 
the  excitement  of  the  witnesses,  the  hearsay  and  vague  testimony  of 
all  but  one,  and  the  character  of  that  one,  we  profess  honestly  oui- 
doubts  as  to  the  murder  of  Morgan.  To  this  day  the  strongest  evi¬ 
dence  of  that  fact  is  his  disappearance. 

The  only  witness,  so  far  as  we  have  seen,  who  testified  to  the  cir¬ 
cumstances  of  the  imprisonment  and  the  fact  of  the  murder  at  Fort 
Niagara,  is  one  Edward  Giddins,  who  according  to  his  own  account, 
was  a  principal  accomplice  in  the  crime.  The  account  of  this  Gid¬ 
dins  we  shall  give  in  our  author’s  own  words,  coupled  with  the  sin¬ 
gle  remark,  that  it  seems  rather  singular,  that  the  only  positive  evi¬ 
dence  in  relation  to  this  crime,  should  come  from  an  unbeliever  and 
an  atheist,  as  appeared  from  his  own  letters.  Mr.  Brown  proceeds 
thus : — 

“  Giddins,  whose  statements,  unless  confirmed  by  other  circumstances,  are  not 
entitled  to  any  credit  whatever — who  was  himself  an  accomplice,  and  if  to  be  be¬ 
lieved,  the  most  guilty  one  of  the  whole,  as  will  by  and  by  appear,  informs  us  that 
Morgan  arrived  at  his  house,  ‘  bound,  hoodwinked,  and  under  guard,’  on  the  night 
of  the  13th  of  September,  1826 — that  he  (Giddins)  arose,  partly  dressed  himself — 
went  down  to  the  river  and  assisted  in  rowing  him  and  others  across — that  they 
waited  about  two  hours  in  expectation  that  the  masons  in  Canada  would  take  him 
off  their  hands — ‘  that  they  were  not  yet  ready’ — and  therefore  that  Morgan  was 
taken  back  and  confined  in  the  magazine — that  he  (Giddins)  had  the  key,  and  sup¬ 
plied  him  during  the  time  of  his  imprisonment  with  food — that  Morgan  became 
uneasy,  and  made  considerable  disturbance — that  a  black  woman  who  went  with 
the  keeper’s  little  girl  to  the  river  for  water,  heard  a  noise  in  the  magazine,  and 
communicated  the  fact  to  Giddins — that  he,  (Giddins,)  in  order  to  deceive  her, 
mentioned  that  ghosts  and  witches  infested  the  fort,  and  went  unperceived  by  her 
to  the  top  of  the  mess-house  and  made  a  similar  noise — that  a  number  of  masons, 
on  the  evening  of  the  14th,  took  supper  at  his  house,  most  of  whom,  however, 
went  away  soon  thereafter — that  he,  (Giddins,)  and  some  others,  after  they  had 
retired,  held  a  long  consultation  about  Morgan,  and  agreed  that  he  ought  to  be  ex¬ 
ecuted — that  he  had  forfeited  his  life,  and  that  they,  as  masons,  were  bound  to  ex¬ 
ecute  him — that  they,  with  the  exception  of  one  or  two  others,  went  into  the  mag¬ 
azine — that  they  afterwards  returned,  held  a  further  consultation,  and  came  to  the 
same  conclusion — that  it  was  then  proposed  to  take  Morgan  into  the  river  and  sink 
him  with  a  stone,  ‘  and  .we,’  says  Giddins,  ‘  did  all  consent  to  the  same,  and  moved 
some  distance  towards  the  magazine  for  that  purpose.’  One,  however,  (not  Gid¬ 
dins,)  lagged  behind,  and  said  he  could  not  sanction  the  deed  This  gave  another 
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of  the  company  courage  to  make  a  similar  declaration,  *  and  the  thing  was  aban 
doned  for  that  time.’  Thus  it  will  be  seen,  from  Giddins’s  own  statements,  that 
he  was  himself  the  first  and  foremost  in  guilt.  Giddins  further  states,  that  he  af¬ 
terwards  desired  the  release  of  Morgan,  and  that  a  quarrel  between  him  and  oth¬ 
ers  arose  out  of  this  circumstance — that  ha,  (Giddins,)  however,  at  its  close,  gave 
the  key  ot  the  magazine  to  his  antagoni-t,  whose  views  he  knew  were  hostile  to 
his  release — that  he  (Giddins)  afterwards,  on  the  17th,  went  away  upon  business, 
anc!  did  not  return  till  the  21st,  at  which  time  he  found  Morgan  gone.  The  rela¬ 
tions  of  Giddins  in  regard  to  what  passed  between  the  17th  and  21st,  are  therefore 
to  be  considered  only  as  the  hear-ay  declarations  of  an  accomplice  in  guilt,  whose 
testimony,  on  account  of  his  disbelief  in  a  God  and  a  future  state  of  rewards  and 
punishments,  is  inadmissible  in  a  court  of  justice.  Giddins’s  statements,  howev¬ 
er,  so  far  as  they  are  confirmed  by  circum  tantial  evidence,  are  entitled  to  credit. 
The  imprisonment  of  some  person,  for  instance,  in  the  magazine,  is  confirmed  by 
other  testimony,  and  it  is  probable  that  this  person  was  William  Morgan.  Gid¬ 
dins,  by  way  of  apology  for  assenting  to  Morgan’s  death,  at  first,  states,  that  he 
considered  himself  bound  by  his  masonic  duty  so  to  do.  His  sense  of  masonic 
duty  was  precisely  such  as  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose  a  professed  atheist  would 
have,  and  his  conduct  on  that  occasion  such  as  might  have  been  anticipated  from 
one  who  denied  all  future  accountability.  We  therefore  "can  readily  believe  him 
when  he  speaks  of  things  in  r  lation  to  himself,  because  the  confessions  of  th« 
most  hardened  wretches  on  earth  in  such  cases  are  evidence,  but  when  he  under¬ 
takes  to  state  the  opinions  or  relate  the  acts  of  others,  the  same  rule  does  not  ap¬ 
ply,  and  then  his  declarations  require  confirmation. 

“  Notwithstanding,  then,  all  the  light  which  has  been  thrown  upon  this  trans¬ 
action  by  two  years  of  laborious  investigation — notwithstanding  the  revelation  of 
Giddins  and  of  others,  the  fate  of  Morgan  is  still  as  doubtful  as  before.  We  ars 
therefore  left  to  form  our  opinion  upon  this  subject  from  probabilities,  more  than 
from  any  direct  or  positive  proof  which  has  yet  been  adduced.” 

Shortly  after  the  disappearance  of  Morgan,  a  crowd  of  deluded 
people  assembled  from  different  quarters,  as  it  was  said,  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  attacking  Miller’s  office,  and  getting  possession  of  the  papers, 
the  anticipated  publication  of  which,  was  the  occasion  of  all  these 
outrages.  A  number  of  respectable  inhabitants  of  the  village,  some 
of  them  freemasons,  offered  their  services  in  behalf  of  Miller,  whose 
office,  says  Mr.  Brown,  “  was  fortified  by  two  swivels,  fifteen  or 
twenty  guns,  and  five  or  six  pistols.”  The  mob  however  separated 
without  offering  any  violence. 

In  the  interim,  one  French,  and  another  person  arrived,  for  the 
purpose  of  arresting  Miller  and  his  partner  Davids,  on  a  civil  process, 
both  of  whom  gave  themselves  up,  and  were  conducted  to  a  neigh¬ 
bouring  tavern.  Davids  being  already  a  prisoner  on  the  limits,  was 
forthwith  discharged.  Miller  was  taken  to  Stafford,  a  neighboring 
town,  and  kept  under  guard  a  few  hours  in  a  lodge  room.  From 
thence  he  was  taken  before  a  magistrate,  and  neither  constable  nor 
accuser  appearing,  was  discharged.  French  and  his  assistants  were 
afterwards  tried  and  imprisoned  for  this  arrest  of  Miller  and  Davids. 

The  preceding  details  comprise  a  sketch  of  the  outrages  commit¬ 
ted  on  the  part  of  those  supposed  to  have  been  freemasons,  or  to  have 
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been  stimulated  by  that  fraternity.  Nothing  can  excuse  such  illegal 
conduct ;  and  had  the  consequences  extended  only  to  those  who  were 
actually  concerned,  the  affair  would  have  ended  as  it  ought  to  have 
done,  and  the  world  would  have  heard  nothing  of  the  matter. 

But  the  mystery  which  hung  on  the  fate  of  Morgan,  like  all  other 
mysteries,  made  a  deep  and  powerful  impression  on  the  minds  of  the 
people  in  that  quarter  and  prepared  them,  to  be  apt  instruments,  in 
the  hands  of  those  who  stand  ever  ready  to  turn  the  best  feelings  of 
our  nature  into  instruments  of  proscription  and  persecution  to  the  in¬ 
nocent. 

Mr.  Brown  goes  on  to  state  the  consequences  of  the  disappear¬ 
ance  of  Morgan. 

“  Publicity  given  to  the  information  thus  acquired,  served  to  increase  still  more 
the  intensity  of  those  suspicions.  The  thunder  of  popular  indignation  began  to 
roll.  It  was,  however,  at  first,  in  low  and  solemn  murmurs.  It  emitted  as  yet 
no  sparks,  because  no  objects  had  yet  been  found  on  which  its  bolts  could  descend. 
The  inquiry  “  where  is  Morgan,”  had  appropriately  been  made  and  no  answer  been 
given.  The  citizens  of  the  county  of  Genesee  were  therefore  invited  to  meet  in 
mass,  at  the  court  house  in  Batavia,  on  the  4th  of  October,  for  the  purpose  of  mak¬ 
ing  some  arrangements  in  order  to  ascertain  his  fate. 

“  The  meeting  was  numerously  and  respectably  attended.  It  was  a  solemn  and 
impressive  scene.  A  citizen  of  this  free  land,  entitled  to  the  protection  of  its 
laws,  had  been  taken  by  violence,  and  confined,  without  authority,  in  some  soli¬ 
tary  place,  or  conveyed  by  force  without  the  United  States,  to  parts  unknown,  or 
had  fallen  beneath  some  murderer’s  arm,  and  no  information  relative  to  his  desti¬ 
ny  or  his  fate  had  yet  been  received.  The  circumstance  that  he  was  poor — that 
he  was  dissolute — that  he  was  in  some  respects  unprincipled,  and  therefore  held 
in  but  little  estimation  by  the  community,  gave  to  the  meeting,  in  the  eye  of  the 
philanthropist,  additional  interest.” 

This  meeting  was  followed  by  several  others,  each  of  which  ap¬ 
pointed  a  committee,  and  the  whole  resulted  in  a  convention  which 
met  some  time  after  at  Lewiston.  A  statement  of  Morgan’s  case 
was  drawn  up  by  these  committees,  and  a  request  sent  to  Governor 
Clinton,  desiring  his  aid ;  in  consequence  of  which,  he  issued  his 
proclamation,  denouncing  the  fornentors  and  actors  in  these  distur¬ 
bances,  and  calling  on  the  good  citizens  of  the  state  to  assist  in  quell¬ 
ing  them.  This  was  shortly  followed  by  another  proclamation,  of¬ 
fering  a  reward  of  three  hundred  dollars  for  the  discovery  of  the  ac¬ 
tors  in  the  abduction  of  Morgan.  A  third  proclamation  was  issued 
in  March  following,  increasing  the  reward  to  one  thousand  dollars. 
In  February  of  the  following  year,  the  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter 
of  the  state  of  New  York,  met  at  Albany  ;  and  previous  to  its  ad¬ 
journment  passed  the  following  preamble  and  resolutions. 

“  The  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  the  state  ofNew-York,  commenced  its  an- 
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nual  session  in  this  city  on  Tuesday  last,  and  adjourned  this  day.  Upwards  of  one 
hundred  and  ten  subordinate  chapters  were  represented.  Previous  to  its  adjourn¬ 
ment.  th  ■  f.llowing  proceedings  were  had  : — 

“  To  the  Mist  Excellent  the  Grand  Chapter  of  the  State  of  New-York  : — 

“  The  committee  appointed  l>v  resolution  of  the  grand  chapter,  on  the  affair  of 
William  Mirgan  respectfully  reported  : — 

That  t  ey  have  attende  1  to  the  duties  assigned  them,  and  that  from  the  highly 
agitated  and  infl  i.n  d  s  ate  of  pu  lie  feeling  on  this  subject,  and  from  the  false  and 
undeserved  imputations  which  have  been  thrown  upon  free-ma 'ons,  an  1  the  ma¬ 
sonic  order  rfenerally,  your  committee  deem  it  proper  that  this  grand  chapter 
should  make  a  public  express  -ti  of  its  sentiments  in  relation  to  the  affair  alluded 
to.  Tour  com  nittee,  as  express' ve  of  their  vi-ws  on  *he  subject  embraced  in  this 
report,  would  offm  for  the  consideration  of  the  grand  chapter,  the  following  pre¬ 
amble  and  resolutions  : 

“  Whereas,  the  rights  of  per  ona<  liberty  and  security  are  guaranteed  by  the  free 
constitution,  under  which  we.  the  members  of  this  grand  chapter,  in  common  with 
the  rest  of  our  fellow-citize.is,  have  the  haopiness  to  I've  :  and  whereas  we  es¬ 
teem  the  preservation  ofthese  rig  its  of  vita1  imo  irtance  to  the  perpetuity  and  full 
enjoyment  of  the  blessing  of  our  republican  institutions  :  and  whereas,  the  com¬ 
munity  has  latelv  witn  -sed  a  violation  of  the  same,  u  ider  the  alleged  pretext  of 
the  masonic  name  and  sanction,  (in  the  case  of  William  Morgan  :)  and  whereas, 
the  p  'nc'olss  of  our  ancient  and  honorable  fraternity  contain  nothing  which  in  the 
slightest  dagree  justify  or  authorize  such  proceedings;  but,,  on  the  contrary,  do  in 
all  their  tenets  and  ceremonies,  encou  age  and  inculcate  a  jus-'  submission  to  the 
laws,  the  enjovment  of  equal  rights  by  very  individual,  and  a  high  and  elevated 
spirit  of  personal  as  well  as  nitional  independ  nee  : — 

“  Therefore ,  Resolved,  Bv  this  grand  chanter,  that  we  its  members,  individually, 
and  as  abodv.  do  disclaim  all  knowledge  or  approbation  of  the  said  proceedings, 
in  relation  to  the  abduction  of  the  said  William  Morgan;  and  *hat  we  disapprove 
of  the  same,  as  a  violation  of  ihe  majesty  of  the  laws,  and  an  infringement  of  the 
rights  of  personal  liberty,  secured  to  every  citizen  of  our  free  and  happy  republic. 
“  Resolved,  T oat  fhe  preceding  report,  preamble,  and  reso'ution  be  published. 

“  \  true  extract  from  the  minutes  of  the  Gr  and  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  the 
state  of  New-York. 

John  O.  Cole,  G.  Secretary. 

Other  chapters  and  lodges  passed  similar  resolutions,  disclaiming 
all  knowledge  or  connivance,  and  censuring  the  violent  proceedings 
at  Batavia,  in  the  strongest  terms. 

The  reader  will  perhaps  feel  some  curiosity  to  know  the  contents 
ofthese  celebrated  papers  of  Morgan,  which  occasioned  all  these  acts 
of  violence.  They  were  afterwards  published  under  the  title  of 
“  Illustrations  of  Masonary,”  and  consist  principally  in  disclosures  of 
the  manner  of  initiation,  and  the  oaths  of  the  different  candidates  for 
degrees.  Not  being  masons  ourselves,  we  cannot  judge  of  their  truth 
or  falsehood  ;  but  whether  true  or  not,  we  are  free  to  confess  there 
is  nothing  in  them,  but  what  indicates,  with  sufficient  clearness,  that 
masonry  is  nothing  more  than  a  tie  of  brotherhood,  instituted  for  pur¬ 
poses  of  benevolence.  These  disclosures  derive  little  claim  to  our 
belief,  however,  from  the  circumstance  of  their  being  made  by  per¬ 
sons  who  had  belonged  to  the  fraternity  of  masons,  and  consequently 
carrying  with  them  the  violation  of  a  voluntary  oath. 

The  object  of  Miller,  Morgan,  and  Davids,  in  the  publication  of  this 
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book,  and  the  absurd  value  they  attached  to  its  anticipated  profits,  is 
amusingly  set  forth  in  their  agreement  concerning  the  division  of  the 
spoils,  which  was  found  among  the  papers  in  Morgan’s  trunk,  previ¬ 
ous  to  his  disappearance. 

• 

“  On  the  13th  of  March,  1826,  while  Morgan  was  pieparing  his  manuscripts, 
John  Davids,  one  of  his  partners,  ai  d  others,  made  and  subscribed  the  follow¬ 
ing  oath  : — 

“ ‘We,  and  each  of  us,  do  hertby  n  ost  solen  nly  and  sinmrely  premise  and 
swear  upon  the  Holy  E  vangelists  of  Almighty  C  od,  that  we  never  w  ill  divulge 
during  our  natural  lives,  communicate  or  make  kncwi  to  any  person  ot  persons 
in  the  known  world,  our  knowledge,  or  any  part  thereof,  respecting  William  Mor¬ 
gan’s  intention,  (communicated  to  us,)  to  publish  a  book  on  the  subject  of  treema- 
sonry,  neither  hy  w  iting,  marking,  or  insinuation  ,  or  any  w  ay  devisable hy  man.’ 
Sworn  and  subscribed  this  13th  day  ofMarch,  1826.  Signed  ‘John  liavids'  and 
others. 

“  On  the  5th  day  of  August  following,  John  Davids  and  David  C.  Miller  of  Ba¬ 
tavia,  and  Russel  Dyer  of  Pocheste  .  executed  to  said  Morgan.  a  bond,  in  the  pe¬ 
nal  sum  of  five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  conditioned  for  the  payment  of  one 
fourth  part  of  the  sum  which  should  be  receivtd  on  the  sale  of  a  certain  bock  upon 
freemasonry,  which  the  said  John  Davids,  David  C.  Miller,  and  Russel  Dyer  were 
about  to  publish.” 

The  book  thus  highly  valued,  is  utterly  contemptible  ;  and  neither 
its  authors,  nor  its  abettors,  could  probably  ever  have  been  heard  of 
out  of  the  little  village  of  Batavia,  but  for  the  sagacity  of  certain  per¬ 
sons,  who  saw  in  the  excitement  thus  produced,  an  instrument,  which, 
if  dexterously  wielded,  would  become  powerful  in  the  attainment  of 
their  ends.  We  are  happy  in  showing,  that  our  opinion  ol  this  book 
is  sanctioned  by  the  gentleman  who  now  leads  the  prosecution  against 
the  fraternity  of  freemasons.  We  refer  to  The  National  Observer  of 
October,  1826. 

From  this  period,  the  anti-masone  became  the  assailants,  and  all 
the  succeeding  acts  of  violence  and  proscription  are  on  their  side. 
At  the  Court  of  General  Sessions  for  October  term,  in  the  county 
of  Ontario,  two  indictments  were  found,  against  Chesebro,  Lawson, 
Sawyer,  and  Sheldon  ;  the  first  for  forming  a  conspiracy  to  carry  off 
William  Morgan ;  the  second  for  carrying  it  into  execution.  These 
men  were  brought  to  trial,  and  what  is  very  remarkable,  Miller,  who 
was  summoned  as  a  principal  witness,  did  not  make  his  appearance. 
While  this  trial  was  pending,  a  rumour  was  set  afloat  that  the  body  of 
Morgan  had  been  found,  and  was  on  its  way  to  Canandaigua,  where 
the  Court  was  then  sitting.  This  raised  the  popular  feeling  to  the 
highest  pitch.  The  testimony  on  this  trial  is  exceedingly  defective. 
Sheldon  was,  however,  convicted,  principally  on  the  testimony  of 
Samuel  D.  Greene,  an  expelled  mason.  It  afterwards  appeared. 
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that  Greene  was  mistaken  in  that  point  of  evidence  which  bore  the 
hardest  against  Sheldon. 

A  convention,  consisting  of  delegates  from  various  public  meetings, 
met  at  Lewistown,  and  petitioned  the  legislature  to  issue  a  special 
commission,  for  the  purpose  of  further  investigating  the  circumstances 
of  Morgan’s  case,  and  bringing  the  delinquents  concerned  ip  his  ab¬ 
duction  to  punishment.  This  petition  was  referred  to  a  committee, 
of  which  Mr.  Francis  Granger  was  chairman,  which  reported  in  favor 
of  offering  a  reward  of  five  thousand  dollars  “  for  the  discovery  of 
the  said  William  Morgan  if  living  ;  and  a  like  sum  of  five  thousand 
dollars  for  the  murderers  of  said  Morgan  if  dead,  to  be  paid  on  con¬ 
viction.”  The  report  also  recommended  the  appointment  of  five 
members — two  from  the  senate,  and  three  from  the  assembly — 

“  Whose  duty  it  shall  be  lo  visit  the  several  counties  of  Ontario,  Monroe,  Living¬ 
ston,  Genesee,  Erie,  Niagara,  and  Orleans,  or  such  of  them  as  they  shall  think 
proper,  with  full  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  to  inquire  into  the  facts 
and  circumstances  connected  with  the  abduction,  detention,  and  disposition  of  the 
said  William  Morgan,  and  to  report  their  proceedings  to  the  next  legislature ;  that 
such  ether  and  further  proceedings  may  be  adopted  as  the  nature  of  the  case  and 
the  liberty  and  safety  of  our  citizens  may  require.” 

These  resolutions  were,  however,  rejected  by  a  large  majority, 
after  an  able  debate,  in  which  the  present  speaker  of  the  New  York 
assembly  distinguished  himself,  by  a  speech  full  of  strong  sense,  and 
sound  constitutional  principles. 

The  Lewistown  convention  was  followed  by  meetings  in  different 
parts  of  the  western  country,  denouncing  the  whole  institution  of  ma¬ 
sonry,  and  putting  the  entire  fraternity  under  proscription.  At  Pul- 
teney,  in  the  county  of  Steuben,  it  was  resolved,  “  That  they  would 
not  hear  any  freemason  preach,  unless  said  preacher  should  refuse  to 
meet  with  any  lodge  of  freemasons,  and  should  openly  and  boldly 
declare,  that  the  institution  of  masonry  is  a  bad  institution.” 

This  religious  lesolution  was  followed  by  a  political  proscription. 
Hundreds  of  meetings  were  had  in  different  portions  of  the  western 
part  of  the  state,  holding  such  language  as  the  following  : — 

“  At  a  meet  ng  of  the  citizens  of  the  town  of  Elba,  in  the  county  of  Genesee, 
held  at  the  buu  e  of  John  Wyllis,  on  the  3d  day  of  March,  1827,  of  which  Sime¬ 
on  Hosmer  was  chairman,  and  Daniel  Woodward  secretary,  it  was,  among  other 
things, 

'  “  Kesolved,  ‘  That  they  would  not  support  any  person  for  an  office,  either  in 
town,  county,  or  state,  or  any  minister  of  the  gospel,  who  is  a  member  of  the 
fraternity.’  ■  .  , 

“  At  a  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  the  town  of  Covington,  in  the  county  of  Ge¬ 
nesee,  heid  i  n  the  10th  day  of  March,  1827,  of  which  Walter  Bonney  was  chair¬ 
man,  and  Robert  Watson  secretary,  it  was,  among  other  things, 
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11  Resolved,  1  That  we  deem  freemaaons,  as  such,  unfit  for  any  office  of  trust  or 
confidence,  in  town,  county,  or  state.’ 

“  At  a  meeting  of  a  large  and  respectable  number  of  legal  voters,  of  the  town  of 
Cambria,  in  the  county  of  .Niagara,  held  at  the  hoi.se  of  John  Gould,  on  the  f7tb 
day  of  Februa'y,  1827,  of  which  Eliakim  Hammond  was  chairman,  and  John 
Groves  secretary,  it  was.  amoi  g  other  things, 

“  Resolved.  ‘  That  in  our  opinion,  (considering  all  the  attendant  circumstances,) 
the  leading  characters  of  the  masonic  fraternity  must  have  been  connected  in,  and 
approved  of,  the  abduc'ion  oi  Morgan — thereiore,  we  consider  it  cur  duty  to  with¬ 
hold  our  support  from  any  of  the  members  of  that  institution,  for  any  office  ol  town, 
eounty,  or  state.’  ” 

In  addition  to  these,  freeholders  were  struck  from  the  list  of  jury¬ 
men  on  the  ground  of  being  masons,  and  a  complete  disfranchise¬ 
ment  of  the  fraternity  seems  to  have  been  contemplated  by  the  man¬ 
agers  of  the  antimasonic  excitement. 

While  matters  were  in  this  state,  the  Batavia  Lodge — rather  im¬ 
prudently,  we  think,  considering  the  irritation  of  the  public  mind — 
announced  its  intention  of  celebrating  the  festival  of  St.  John  in  a 
public  manner.  This  produced  new  excitement,  and  the  anti-ma¬ 
sons  were  also  invited,  by  public  notice,  to  meet  on  that  day,  for 
what  purpose  we  may  readily  imagine.  We  shall  quote  from  Mr. 
Brown,  a  sketch  of  the  scene  which  ensued  in  consequence. 

“  The  25th  of  June,  a  day  big  with  expectation,  at  length  arrived.  Aboutthree 
hundred  masons  assembled.  A  large  concourse,  of  between  two  and  three  thou¬ 
sand,  by  some  magnified  into  four  or  five  thousand,  met  pursuant  to  Colonel  Mil¬ 
ler’s  notice  at  the  couri-house.  Some  can  e  armed  with  guns,  and  left  them  in 
the  environs  of  the  village  ;  and  ?ome  with  large  kniv. s  resembling  the  scalping 
knives  of  the  American  savage.  The  day,  however,  passed  off,  without  any  inci¬ 
dent  of  consequence  to  mar  its  festivity.  Some  feeble  attempts  to  insult  the  ma¬ 
sonic  procession,  as  it  passed  along  the  street,  were  made,  but  speedily  repressed 
by  the  good  sense  of  those  assembled.  The  precession  was  once  or  twice  broken 
by  the  driving  of  a  wagon  through  it  and  back  again,  apparently  with  design.  A 
few  stones  were  also  thrown.  These  measures,  originating  as  they  did  with  the 
meanest  of  the  vulgar,  met  the  disapprobation  of  all  respectable  men.  Had  the 
masons,  smarting  as  they  did  under  insults  intended  to  provoke  them  to  hostili¬ 
ties,  been  so  unwise  as  not  to  have  suppressed  their  resentment,  the  village  of  Ba¬ 
tavia  would  unquestionably  on  that  day  have  been  a  scene  of  horror.” 

Let  us  suppose,  for  one  moment,  that  a  spark  had  fallen  upon 
these  combustible  materials,  and  that  some  mad-headed  enthusiast, 
or  bold  calculating  hypocrite,  had  set  the  example  of  violence  on 
this  occasion.  This  pure  virgin  soil  of  the  LTnited  States,  which,  for 
a  hundred  years  past,  has  never  been  stained  by  the  blood  of  perse¬ 
cuted  victims,  would  have  been  polluted  with  the  sacrilegious  strife 
of  neghbours  and  friends.  A  scene  would  have  ensued,  disgraceful 
to  the  country,  to  the  age,  and  to  humanity.  The  mind  shudders  at 
beholding  the  precipice  to  which  these  naturally  mild  and  tolerant 
people  were  seduced,  by  the  madness  of  enthusiasm,  stimulated  by 
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the  arts  of  hypocrisy.  Men  know  not  what  they  are  doing,  when 
they  goad  the  passions  of  their  fellow  beings  into  the  fury  of  relig¬ 
ions  zeal.  The  whirlwind,  when  once  raised,  is  beyond  their  con¬ 
trol  ;  and  as  well  might  they  hope  to  restrain  or  direct  its  course, 
as  to  stay  the  never  ceasing  circles  of  the  planents,  or  the  tides  of 
the  ocean.  In  vain  may  they  argue,  when  they  have  opened  the 
flood  gates  and  let  the  torrent  loose,  that  they  did  not  mean  it  should 
overflow  and  desolate  the  land  ;  they  are  responsible  for  its  worst  ef¬ 
fects,  and  must  answer  for  them  here  and  hereafter.  The  wily  stim¬ 
ulators  of  our  good  people  were,  however,  disappointed  on  this  oc¬ 
casion,  by  that  moderation  and  good  sense  which  is  ever  the  charac¬ 
teristic  of  our  rational  and  free  citizens. 

Mr.  Brown  next  gives  us  the  episode  of  one  Thomas  Hamilton, 
whose  history  affords  an  apt  illustration  of  the  state  of  the  public  feel¬ 
ing  at  that  time.  He  pretended  to  be  acquainted  with  the  particu¬ 
lars  of  Morgan’s  death,  and  that  he  was  afraid  of  being  assassinated 
in  consequence,  by  the  masons.  At  first  he  appeared  in  the  charac¬ 
ter  of  a  Methodist  preacher,  and  levied  some  money  on  the  good 
people  of  Batavia.  When  this  imposture  was  worn  thread-bare,  he 
went  about  declaiming  against  masonry,  and  soliciting  charity  at  the 
same  time.  He  was  afterwards  taken  up  and  imprisoned  as  a  va¬ 
grant.  He  came  out  of  prison,  of  course,  a  martyr,  and  his  anti- 
masonic  labours  prospered  exceedingly.  “  Deacons  and  elders  of 
the  church,”  says  Mr.  Brown,  “  united  in  prayers  for  his  safety,  and 
the  name  of  Hamilton  was  echoed  and  re-echoed  throughout  the 
land.” 

After  one  of  his  lectures  at  Avon,  in  the  county  of  Livingston,  he 
unfortunately  got  so  drunk,  as  was  frequently  the  case,  that  he  was 
supposed  to  be  at  the  point  of  death.  It  was  forthwith  given  out 
that  he  was  poisoned,  of  course  by  the  masons  :  the  anti-masons  cri¬ 
ed  out  that  he  was  a  martyr — the  anti-masonic  newspapers  echoed 
the  cry,  and  the  whole  country  rung  with  this  new  and  bloody  trag¬ 
edy.  Unfortunately  for  the  great  cause,  Hamilton  slept  himself  so¬ 
ber,  and  departed  the  next  day  for  Buffalo.  A  few  days  after  his 
arrival,  the  body  of  one  Norman  Fay,  who  had  been  drowned  in 
Tonnewanta  creek,  was  found  by  some  of  the  neighbours,  and  de¬ 
cently  buried.  Hamilton  had  disappeared  in  Buffalo,  some  little 
time  before.  During  this  seclusion,  the  body  of  a  stranger  had  been 
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discovered,  as  just  related.  It  was  immediately  rumoured  that  it  was 
the  body  of  the  unfortunate  Hamilton,  who,  having  escaped  poison¬ 
ing,  was  at  lengh  drowned  by  the  freemasons.  A  concourse  of  peo¬ 
ple  proceeded  to  the  place  where  poor  Norman  Fay  had  been  buri¬ 
ed  ;  the  body  was  disinterred,  and  underwent  a  close  examination. 
What  might  have  been  the  decision  in  this  case  is  doubtful,  if  Ham¬ 
ilton  had  not  just  at  the  moment  crawled  forth  from  a  grog  shop, 
where  he  had  remained  in  riotous  privacy,  besotting  himself  all  this 
time. 

Hamilton  shortly  afterwards  departed  for  the  county  of  Ontario, 
where  he  was  received  into  the  house  of  a  zealous  anti-mason,  upon 
whose  daughter,  a  girl  of  nine  years  old,  he  attempted  a  rape,  and 
closed  his  career  in  the  cause  of  morals  and  religion,  in  the  state  pri¬ 
son  at  Auburn. 

During  the  progress  of  these  events,  the  Lewistown  committee 
were  zealously  pursuing  their  researches  into  the  mysterious  disap¬ 
pearance  of  Morgan.  The  Niagara  river,  and  part  of  Lake  Onta¬ 
rio,  were  raked  for  some  months,  with  instruments  invented  express¬ 
ly  for  the  occasion,  and  every  means  that  ingenuity  could  devise,  put 
in  practice  without  success.  The  mystery  still  continued  unfathom¬ 
able.  Public  excitement  is  from  its  nature  evanescent.  The  hu¬ 
man  mind  cannot  sustain  any  great  degree 'of  unnatural  elevation  for 
any  length  of  time.  Enthusiasm,  fanatacism,  every  species  of  delu¬ 
sion,  must  therefore  be  stimulated  by  a  succession  of  applications  on 
the  mind,  which,  like  the  face,  will  resume  its  natural  expression, 
and  become  calm  and  rational  again.  Accordingly,  it  appears  that 
the  Morgan  excitement  had  begun  gradually  to  subside,  and  that  the 
senseless  animosi  ty  it  had  engendered  towards  the  freemasons,  was 
dying  for  want  of  some  new  stimulant. 

At  this  critical  moment,  and  what  was  still  better,  just  on  the  eve 
of  an  election,  “on  the  7th  of  October,  1827,”  says  Mr.  Brown, 
“  the  body  of  a  stranger  was  found  in  the  town  of  Carlton,  in  the 
county  of  Orleans,  about  forty  miles  from  Fort  Niagara.  It  was  ly¬ 
ing  at  the  water’s  edge,  where  it  had  been  left  by  the  surf.  A  coro¬ 
ner  was  sent  for  ;  an  inquest  was  held  ;  witnesses,  who  were  person¬ 
ally  acquainted  with  Morgan,  were  examined,  and  the  verdict  of  the 
jury  pronounced  it  the  body  ol  some  person  to  them  unknown,  who 
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had  perished  by  drowning.  Being  at  that  time  in  a  putrid  state,  and 
very  offensive,  it  was  buried.  The  coroner’s  inquest  was  immediate¬ 
ly  published  in  a  variety  of  newspapers,  and  suspicions  were  at  once 
excited,  that  the  body  thus  found  and  interred  was  that  of  Morgon.” 

In  consequence  of  these  suspicions,  several  gentlemen  of  Batavia 
and  Rochester,  repaired  to  the  place  where  this  body  was  burned, 
and  caused  it  to  be  disinterred  ;  they  discovered,  or  imagined,  or 
pretended  they  discovered,  many  points  of  resemblance  between  it 
and  Morgan  ;  and  they  appointed  a  watch  for  the  night,  to  prevent 
the  freemasons  from  carrying  it  away.  Mrs.  Morgan  was  visited  by 
some  of  the  committee,  and  accompanied  them  to  Carlton,  for  the 
purpose  of  inspecting  the  body.  Mr.  Brown  proceeds  to  say  : — 

“  On  arriving  at  Carlton,  on  the  15th  of  October,  the  body  was  slightly  and  im¬ 
perfectly  examined.  It  was  bloated  and  entirely  black,  putrid  on  its  surface,  and 
offensive  (beyond  any  thing  conceivable)  to  sight  or  smell.  Its  dress  did  not  cor¬ 
respond  with  any  thing  which  they  had  seen  before,  and  the  religious  tracts  in  the 
pocket  staggered  some  of  the  most  credulous.  There  was  not  in  fact  a  single  cir¬ 
cumstance,  either  in  the  dress,  size,  shape,  colour,  or  appearance  of  the  body,  which 
pointed  it  out  as  Morgan’s. 

“  Still,  the  managers  of  the  excitement  having  watched  with  the  eyes  of  an  Ar¬ 
gus  the  current  of  public  opinion,  and  seeing  it  begin  to  run  decidedly  in  their  fa¬ 
vour,  and  being  unwilling  that  so  useful  a  delusion  should  immediately  be  dispell¬ 
ed,  contrived,  as  it  will  appear  in  the  sequel,  to  give  this,  one  of  the  most  infa- 
mousfrauds  ever  imposed  on  man,  the  sanction  of  legal  authority.” 

A  second  inquest  was  held  on  this  body,  which,  if  it  had  been  that 
of  Morgan,  must  have  been  thirteen  months  in  the  water.  Mrs. 
Morgan  testified  she  believed  it  to  be  the  body  of  her  husband,  though 
the  clothes  were  entirely  different  from  those  he  wore  at  the  time 
ofhis  disappearance,  and  there  were  found  in  the  pockets  a  number 
of  religious  tracts,  of  a  description  not  known  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Batavia.  Physicians  testified,  that  a  human  body  might  remain  un¬ 
der  water  thirteen  months  without  undergoing  decomposition  ;  two 
teeth  of  Morgan,  which  had  been  drawn  some  years  before,  were 
produced,  and  fitted  exactly  two  holes  in  the  jaw  of  the  body  under 
examination  ;  one  witness  recognised  the  shape  of  his  head  ;  anoth¬ 
er  the  outlines  ofhis  features  ;  a  third  the  colour  of  the  hair;  a  fourth 
of  the  whiskers  ;  a  fifth  the  teeth  ;  and  a  sixth  the  hair  inside  of  the 
ears.  On  these  grounds,  the  jury  decided  that  this  was  the  body  of 
William  Morgan,  and  that  he  came  to  his  death  by  drowning.  The 
body  was  afterwards  removed  with  great  parade  of  solemnity  to  Ba¬ 
tavia,  and  there  interred  in  the  presence  of  a  vast  crowd,  and  a  fu¬ 
neral  oration  pronounced  by  one  James  Cochran,  who,  Mr.  Brown 
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says,  “  sometimes  when  sober,  and  sometimes  when  otherwise, 
preached  in  the  vicinity,  and  was  then  assistant  editor  to  Colonel 
Miller.”  The  flame  was  lighted  anew  ;  the  just  indignation  of  the 
people  became  stimulated  to  the  highest  pitch ;  and  the  detestation 
of  freemasonry  received  a  new  impulse  by  being  associated  with  the 
strife  of  an  election.  The  discovery  of  this  body  was  called  an  in¬ 
terposition  of  Divine  Providence,  which  had  stretched  out  an  arm  to 
evince  the  triumph  of  justice,  and  the  victory  at  the  polls.  “The 
cry  of  vengeance,”  says  Mr.  Brown,  “  was  wafted  on  every  breeze, 
and  mingled  with  every  echo  from  the  lake  where  Morgan’s  ghost, 
it  was  said,  ‘  performed  its  nightly  rounds.’  ” 

“  A  voice,  however,  from  Canadi,  soon  afterwards  dispelled  the  general  joy. 
It  was  at  first  a  still  small  voice.  The  voice  of  an  afflicted  widow  and  her  father¬ 
less  children  interposing  their  claim  to  the  last  relics  of  a  deceased  husband  and 
father.  Their  pretensions  for  a  while  were  treated  with  levity,  and  their  persons, 
by  some,  were  insulted  and  abused. —  Prejudice  and  passion,  however,  soon  retir¬ 
ed  at  the  approach  of  truth.  Conclusive  evidence  established  the  justice  of  their 
claims,  and  an  insulted  community  ratified  the  verdict.” 

“  A  notice  first  appeared  in  the  Canada  newspapers,  that  one  Timothy  Monro, 
of  the  township  of  Claris,  in  the  district  of  Newcastle,  in  Upper  Canada,  left  that 
place  in  September,  1827,  for  Newark,  in  a  small  boat,  and  was  drowned  in  the 
Niagara  river,  while  attempting  to  return.  A  partial  description  of  the  body  found 
in  Carlton,  together  with  the  clothes  and  religious  tracts  .found  in  the  pocket  of 
the  deceased,  having  been  published  in  the  newspapers  in  this  vicinity,  soon  after 
the  first  inquest,  and  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  Monro’s  surviving  friends,  indu¬ 
ced  a  belief  that  the  body  found  in  Carlton  could  be  no  other  than  his.  Mrs.  Sa¬ 
rah  Monro,  therefore,  widow  of  the  deceased,  accompanied  by  her  son,  and  one 
John  Cron,  her  friend,  immediately  after  the  receipt  of  this  intelligence,  repaired 
to  the  county  of  Orleans,  in  order  to  examine  it,  and  to  satisfy  herself  of  its  identity.” 

In  consequence  of  the  testimony  of  these  persons,  the  body  was  a 
second  time  disinterred,  and  a  jury  of  inquest  a  third  time  summon¬ 
ed,  which  decided  that  it  was  the  body  of  Timothy  Monro,  who  had 

• 

been  accidentally  drowned  in  Lake  Ontario,  on  the  26th  of  Septem¬ 
ber  preceding.  Mr.  Brown  gives  the  testimony  of  the  witnesses  at 
length,  which  is  entirely  conclusive  as  to  the  propriety  of  this  verdict 
of  the  inquest.  It  will  serve  to  illustrate  the  facility  with  which  man¬ 
kind  delude  themselves,  or  at  least  others,  to  state,  that  on  this  last 
inquest  it  was  proved  that  the  body  pronounced  to  be  that  of  Morgan, 
was  at  least  five  feet  nine  inches  long,  whereas,  the  height  of  Mor¬ 
gan,  when  alive,  was  less  than  five  feet  six  inches.  It  also  appeared 
in  evidence,  that  the  hair  of  this  body  had  been  so  disposed  by  art  as 
to  make  it  appear  like  that  of  Morgan. 

Again  the  Morgan  excitement  waxed  somewhat  cool,  and  once 
more  was  it  blown  into  a  flame  by  the  voluntary  confession  of  one 
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Hill,  who  declared  himself  one  of  the  murderers  of  William  Morgan. 
Hill  was  arrested  in  consequence,  and  committed  to  Buffalo  jail, 
where  he  signed  a  free  confession.  He  was  thence  removed  to 
Lock  port  for  trial.  Here  he  refused  to  go  before  the  grand  jury  to 
testify  to  the  truth  of  his  confession,  but  still  persisted  in  acknowledging 
his  guilt.  The  grand  jury,  believing  him  insane,  refused  to  find  a 
bill,  and  he  was  discharged.  No  clue  to  his  conduct  has  ever  beea 
discovered.  In  the  mean  time  the  election  had  taken  place  ;  free¬ 
masons,  and  all  those  who  refused  to  join  in  the  proscription,  had 
been  excluded  from  office,  wherever  the  excitement  raged,  and  a 
party  made  its  appearance  in  the  legislature  of  the  state,  marshalled 
under  the  banner  of  anti-masonry. 

On  the  18th  of  March,  1828,  Lieutenant-governor  Pitcher,  then 
acting-governor  of  the  Stale  of  New-York,  called  the  attention  of  the 
legislature  to  the  subject,  by  recommending  the  appointment  of  a 
special  commissioner,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  investigating  the  affair 
of  William  Morgan,  and  invested  with  powers  most  unquestionably 
dangerous  to  the  peace  of  society,  and  the  freedom  of  person.  A 
law  was  subsequently  passed,  in  conformity  with  the  recommenda¬ 
tion  of  the  lieutenant-governor.  A  memorial  was  also  presented  to 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  praying  that  an  inquiry  might  be 
instituted  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  whether  Morgan  had  been 
imprisoned  in  Fort  Niagara.  The  House  declined  all  interference 
in  the  business,  it  being  obvious,  that  as  Fort  Niagara  was  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  state  of  New-York,  persons  residing  there,  wheth¬ 
er  in  the  employment  of  the  general  government  or  not,  were  answer- 
able  to  the  laws  of  that  state.  The  petition  was  finally  referred  to 
the  president  of  the  United  States,  and  nothing  has  since  been  heard 
on  the  subject. 

Among  the  remarkable  cases  connected  with  this  very  remarkable 
excitement,  is  that  of  Colonel  King,  given  at  length  by  Mr.  Brotvn, 
which  we  shall  sketch  for  the  purpose  of  exemplifying  the  dangers 
to  which  the  lives  and  liberties  of  our  citizens  are  subjected,  when 
the  popular  feeling  is  directed  to  purposes  of  political  or  religious 
proscription. 

Colonel  King  was  a  resident  in  the  county  of  Niagara,  of  great 
respectability,  and  had  been  a  member  of  assembly.  He  afterwards 
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acted  in  the  capacity  of  agent  for  the  military  posts  ofNiagara,  Platts- 
burg,  and  Michilimackinack.  On  the  abandonment  of  these  posts 
by  the  government,  he  was  desirous  of  removing1  into  the  western 
country,  and  received  the  appointment  of  sutler  to  cantonment  Tow- 
son,  on  the  Red  river,  in  the  territory  of  Arkangaw.  According  to 
Mr.  Brown,  it  was  not  until  he  had  established  himself  at  this  sta¬ 
tion,  that  he  heard,  for  the  first  time,  his  name  had  become  connect¬ 
ed  in  the  newspapers  with  the  abduction  of  Morgan.  He  immedi¬ 
ately  resolved  on  returning  to  the  state  of  New-York,  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  meeting  an  investigation,  and  it  was  while  making  prepara¬ 
tions  for  the  journey,  that  he  was  apprized  of  the  appearance  of  some 
strangers,  who  had  just  arrived  at  the  post,  for  the  purpose  of  carry¬ 
ing  him  to  Niagara  in  irons  as  a  felon. 

Not  choosing  to  be  paraded  as  a  spectacle,  and  manacled,  a  dis¬ 
tance  of  some  thousands  of  miles,  Colonel  King  withdrew  from  the 
cantonment,  and  remained  at  the  house  of  a  friend  at  about  ten  miles 
distant,  until  the  departure  of  the  persons  who  had  been  sent  from 
New-York  to  arrest  him.  He  then  finished  his  preparations  as  spee¬ 
dily  as  possible,  and  by  travelling  almost  without  intermission,  day 
and  night,  arrived  at  Niagara,  in  a  short  time  after  his  pursuers. — ■ 
Immediately  on  his  arrival,  he  published  the  following  notice  in  the 
Lockport  Journal  : 

“To  Messrs.  Garlinghouse  and  Bates.*  The  undersigned  asks 
leave  to  inform  them  that  he  has  returned  to  the  county  of  Niagara, 
where  he  can  be  found,  and  is  ready  to  transact  any  business  that 
they  may  have  with  him.  “  Wm.  King.” 

Efforts  had  been  made  in  his  absence  to  have  him  indicted  for 
murder ;  but  failing  in  this,  an  indictment  was  found  against  him  for 
a  misdemeanor.  No  attempts  being  made  to  arrest  him,  Col.  King, 
two  days  after  his  arrival,  proceeded  voluntarily  to  Lewistown,  and 
gave  security  for  his  appearance  at  the  next  court.  He  returned 
to  Niagara  in  May,  1828,  and  remained,  without  being  brought  to  t 
trial,  until  the  autumn  of  that  year — when  his  business  requiring  his 
absence,  he  left  that  part  of  the  state.  A  hue  and  cry  was  again  set 
on  foot  against  him,  and  he  again  returned  to  await  his  trial.  Col. 
King,  if  we  recollect  right,  has  since  died,  with  the  imputation  of 

*  The  officers  sent  to  arrest  Colonel  King  at  cantonment  Towso* 
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guilt  on  his  character  ;  and  there  is  great  probability  that  his  name 
will  remain  stained  with  the  suspicion  of  having  been  an  accomplice 
in  the  disappearance  of  Morgan.  It  is  but  justice  to  his  memory  to 
state,  that,  setting  aside  his  withdrawing  himself  from  cantonment 
Towson,  and  avoiding  the  officers  sent  in  pursuit  of  him,  there  is 
nothing  in  the  conduct  of  Colonel  King  to  justify  a  presumption  or 
even  a  suspicion  of  guilt :  and  this  evasion  of  the  officers  will  not  ap¬ 
pear  at  all  extraordinary,  when  we  reflect,  that  he  was  to  be  trans¬ 
ported  in  chains,  as  a  criminal,  from  one  extremity  of  this  vast  em¬ 
pire  to  the  other,  a  spectacle  to  his  countrymen.  His  immediate  re¬ 
turn,  and  subsequent  conduct,  abundantly  prove  that  he  did  not  seek 
to  elude  the  justice  of  his  country: 

Upwards  of  forty  trials  have  taken  place  since  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  the  Morgan  excitement,  of  persons  suspected  of  being  con¬ 
cerned  in  his  abduction  ;  a  few  have  eventuated  in  convictions  and 
imprisonment ;  but  the  greater  portion  has  resulted  in  acquittals. 
Several  of  the  fraternity  of  freemasons  have  brought  suits  against  the 
fomenters  of  the  proscription,  for  slander,  and  it  has  been  a  prosper¬ 
ous  season,  in  the  western  portion  of  the  state  of  New  York,  for  gen¬ 
tlemen  of  the  long  robe. 

Having  thus  given  a  sketch  of  the  prominent  features  and  princi¬ 
pal  transactions  of  this  mortifying  exhibition  of  the  facility  with  which 
the  best  feelings  of  our  nature  may  be  perverted  to  the  worst  purpos¬ 
es,  we  will  proceed  to  offer  some  reflections  on  the  subject.  We  call 
it  a  mortifying  exhibition,  not  because  the  feelings  of  the  people  rose 
in  just  indignation  against  a  series  of  unjustifiable  acts,  ending  in  the 
forcible  seizure  of  a  citizen,  and  his  disappearance  under  circumstan¬ 
ces  carrying  with  them  strong  suspicion  of  his  being  murdered. 
Such  a  feeling  does  honour  to  the  moral  sense  of  a  community  ;  it  is 
the  source  of  much  that  is  good  within  us,  since  the  detestation  of 
guilt- in  others,  is  one  of  the  strongest  securities  for  our  own  inno¬ 
cence.  Had  this  honest  and  virtuous  excitement  confined  its  opera¬ 
tion  within  just  limits,  and  extended  no  farther  than  to  the  pursuit 
and  punishment  of  the  actors  in  this  mysterious  drama,  but  one  sen¬ 
timent  of  approbation  would  have  arisen  in  the  minds  of  all.  But 
when  we  see  this  virtuous  feeling,  diverted  from  its  just  and  proper 
direction  ;  overflowing  its  bounds,  and  with  undistinguishing  fury  in- 


ANTI- MASONRY. 


l\ 


volving  the  innocent  with  the  guilty  ;  denouncing  a  whole  class  and 
denomination  of  men,  spread  through  every  part  of  the  union,  who 
by  no  possibility  could  have  participated  in  these  offences,  and  who 
have  publicly  disclaimed  and  condemned  them  and  their  actors  ; 
when  we  see  them  proscribed  and  disfranchised,  religiously  and  po¬ 
litically,  one  and  all,  we  cannot  but  lament  and  pity  the  extremes  t« 
which  virtue  may  sometimes  be  impelled  in  the  pursuit  of  the  most' 
praiseworthy  objects. 

We  had  hoped  never  to  have  lived  to  witness  any  of  these  extra¬ 
ordinary  panics  and  excitements,  which  other  ages  and  nations,  and 
unfortunately  our  own,  have  offered  to  the  contemplation  of  poster¬ 
ity  ;  and  which  posterity  wonders  at  and  despises,  until  it  beholds 
them  again  repeated  under  its  own  eyes,  and  is  compelled  to  sit 
down  with  the  mortifying  conviction,  that  human  nature  is  the  same 
every  where  and  at  all  times.  Certain  it  is,  that  the  love  of  justice, 
the  sentiment  of  piety,  and  the  detestation  of  crime,  have  too  often 
led  mankind  into  excesses  incompatible  with  them  all,  insomuch  that 
had  not  these  feelings  of  justice  and  piety*  been  derived  from  a  high¬ 
er  source,  and  sustained  in  our  hearts  by  a  higher  power,  the  crimes 
of  which  they  have  in  all  ages  been  made  the  pretext,  would  have 
banished  them  from  the  face  of  the  earth. 

Injustice  to  the  good  feelings  and  discretion  of  our  fellow  citizens, 
we  must  however  observe,  that  the  impulses  to  virtue  and  piety,  if 
left  to  themselves,  and  to  their  own  natural  operation,  seldom  if  ever 
proceed  to  the  extremes  of  vice  and  violence.  Quietly  and  benefi¬ 
cently  moving  in  their  own  bright  sphere  of  influence,  they  perform 
their  allotted  tasks,  and  never  spontaneously  exceed  the  bounds  of  a 
just  and  zealous  moderation.  It  is  only  when  combined  with  base 
materials,  and  stimulated  by  extraneous  influences,  that  they  become 
instruments  for  scourging  and  persecuting  a  particular  portion  of 
mankind.  Bigotry,  ambition,  and  revenge,  in  the  disguise  of  hypoc¬ 
risy,  mingle  in  the  scend,  and  fan  the  flame  of  virtuous  excitement 
till  it  becomes  an  indiscriminate  and  devouring  fire,  which  not  even 
those  who  produced  the  conflagration  can  arrest  in  its  work  of 
destruction. 

That  the  sweeping  proscription  of  the  masons,  and  the  wide  ex¬ 
tension  of  anti-masonry,  are  in  a  great  degree  owing  to  the  intrusion 
of  some  selfish  purpose,  which  has  diverted  this  excitement,  in  its 
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origin  perfectly  pure,  from  its  just  object,  and  appropriate  sphere  of 
action,  no  one  vve  think  who  reads  Mr.  Brown’s  book  will  doubt  for 
a  moment.  That  intruding  principle  seems  to  have  been  a  curious 
combination  of  religious  and  political  ambition.  For  some  reason  or 
other,  which  has  never  presented  itself  distinctly  to  our  understand¬ 
ings,  masonry  has,  in  various  ages  and  countries,  been  peculiarly  ob¬ 
noxious  to  the  church,  although  one  would  imagine,  that,  charity  and 
benevolence  being  the  basis  of  both,  they  would  naturally  be  linked 
together  in  the  bond  of  brotherhood.  It  is  probable,  we  think,  that 
the  secrecy  affected  by  the  fraternity  has  been  and  still  continues  to 
be  at  the  root  of  this  prejudice  against  masonry.  Mankind,  and  just¬ 
ly  too,  since  common  experience  sanctions  it,  are  prone  to  believe 
that  where  there  is  mystery  all  cannot  be  right.  Secrecy,  we  all 
know,  is  necessary  at  times  ;  but  where  there  is  secrecy,  without  any 
known  cause,  we  are  apt  to  believe  there  must  be  some  cause  which 
it  would  be  dangerous  to  disclose.  Hence  probably  the  thousand 
idle  reports  concerning  the  nature  and  objects  of  masonry;  hence 
the  persecutions  it  has  undergone  in  various  countries  ;  and  hence 
the  facility  with  which  the  good  people  of  the  western  part  of  New- 
York  have  fallen  into  the  projects  of  wily  politicians  and  ambitious 
clerks. 

The  Morgan  excitement  has  eventuated,  for  the  present,  in  the 
election  of  some  twenty  or  thirty  members  of  the  New-York  legisla¬ 
ture,  who,  representing  as  they  do  the  feelings  and  principles  of  anti- 
masonry,  are  publicly  known  and  recognised  as  a  distinct  party,  vo¬ 
ting  together  on  all  political  questions,  and  holding  pretty  much  the 
same  language.  Now,  the  principles  of  anti-masonry,  as  proclaimed 
at  public  meetings,  and  in  their  newspapers,  pamphlets,  and  alma¬ 
nacs, — -for  they  have  almanacs  too — are  : 

First.  That  they  “  will  not  support  any  person  for  any  office,  either 
in  town,  county,  or  state,  or  any  minister  of  the  gospel,  who  is  a 
member  of  the  fraternity.” 

Secondly.  That  they  deem  freemasons  as  such,  unfit  for  any  of¬ 
fice  of  trust  or  confidence,  in  town,  county,  or  state.”* 

Thirdly.  That  when  a  gentleman  and  his  wife  are  thrown  from  a 
bridge,  and  bruised  almost  to  death,  it  is  “  an  act  of  Divine  Provi- 

■*.  See  resolutions  at  Elba,  Covington,  Cambria,  and  various  other  meetings. 
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dence  to  punish  the  husband  for  assisting  in  obtaining  an  attachment 
against  Morgan.”* 

Such  are  the  principles  avowed  by  the  leader  of  the  anti-masons, 
in  his  paper,  and  by  his  followers  at  public  meetings.  We  cannot 
but  see  that  they  amount  to  an  exclusion  of  a  large  body,  among 
whom  have  been,  and  still  are  numbered,  many  of  the  most  distin¬ 
guished  men  of  the  present  age — from  what  ?  From  all  participation 
in  the  offices  of  church  and  state.  But  one  step  more,  and  they  are 
disfranchised ;  and  one  step  beyond  that,  brings  the  stake  and  the 
faggot,  as  in  the  days  of  abject  bigotry  and  superstition.  The  mo¬ 
ment  any  description  of  men,  or  any  profession,  are  shut  out  from 
a  voice  in  the  state,  they  become  the  victims  of  those  who  still  retain 
the  right  of  being  heard. 

But  this  is  not  the  worst  extreme  to  which  the  anti-masons  have 
arrived.  Colonel  Goodwill,  and  his  wife,  are  both  visited  by  the 
wrath  of  Heaven,  because  the  Colonel  was  instrumental  in  procuring 
an  attachment  against  the  sainted  Morgan  ;  and  we  recollect  having 
lately  seen  an  intimation,  in  some  anti-masonic  paper,  that  the  late 
Governor  Clinton  was  smitten  with  sudden  death,  by  a  special  act  of 
Providence,  because  he  was  not  sufficiently  zealous  in  persecuting 
the  freemasons.  Well  has  it  been  observed,  by  a  distinguished  di¬ 
vine,  that  “  to  say  that  such  an  one  owed  his  death  to  uny  particu¬ 
lar  offence  against  God,  shows  too  much  presumption  towards  God, 
and  too  little  charity  towards  man-”f 

We  believe,  indeed,  that  such  special  acts  of  vengeance  have  beerr 
vouchsafed  by  the  Deity  ;  but  we  believe  this  on  the  authority  of  his 
sacred  word,  or  the  testimony  of  those  whom  he  inspired.  But  we 
deride  the  presumptuous  ignorance  or  arrogance  which,  without  this 
authority,  and  without  this  inspiration,  takes  upon  itself  to  direct  the 
bolts  of  Heaven  where  to  fall,  and  dares  to  point  out  the  victim,  and 
the  cause  of  his  destruction.  It  is  assuming  the  faculty  of  develop¬ 
ing  the  secret  intentions  of  Providence,  and  it  is  insulting  and  harass¬ 
ing  to  human  feelings,  to  say  to  the  parent,  your  child  is  the  victim 
of  your  transgressions  ;  or  to  the  child,  your  parent  has  been  struck 
by  the  hand  of  Heaven,  for  some  special  offence.  The  pride  of  ig- 

*  Mr.  Southwick’s  National  Observer 
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norance,  or  the  arrogance  of  bigotry,  may  conceive  itself  gifted  with 
the  power  of  designating  its  victim,  and  directing  the  vengeance  of 
God  ;  but  it  is  only  an  ignorant  people,  we  trust,  that  canbebrqught 
to  a  reception  of  such  blasphemous  doctrines.  We  will  therefore  do 
the  leaders  of  anti- masonry  the  justice  to  say,  we  do  not  think  they 
labour  under  these  delusions  themselves ;  they  only  wish  to  make 
the  people  believe  in  them. 

Suppose,  for  a  moment,  these  doctrines  were  to  be  carried  into 
practical  operation.  The  reader  may  perhaps  smile,  at  the  idea  of 
such  a  thing  being  possible  ;  but  let  him  look  to  the  history  of  the 
past,  and  he  will  find  this  possibility  reflected  in  the  mirror  of  the  fu¬ 
ture.  History  is  full  of  examples  ;  so  full,  that  none  but  the  school¬ 
boys  quote  them. 

As  tiie  laws  stand  at  present,  they  in  a  great  degree  protect  our 
citizens  from  the  effects  of  these  sudden  excitements  ;  but  in  this 
country,  it  should  be  remembered,  that  all  laws  proceed  from  the 
people,  and  that,  consequently,  when  they  are  infected  with  any  spe¬ 
cies  of  madness,  it  will  sooner  or  later  extend  to  their  representatives  ; 
and,  when  this  happens,  where  then  will  be  the  security  that  any  ob¬ 
noxious  class  will  not  be  persecuted  and  proscribed  ?  Already,  as 
appears  from  the  language  of  the  public  papers  in  New-York,  there 
are  upwards  of  twenty  members  of  the  legislature  representing  anti¬ 
masonry.  The  time  may  not  be  far  distant,  when  they  will  hold  the 
balance  between  the  uvo  great  parties,  and  where  then  will  be  the 
security  that  they  will  not  be  propitiated  by  the  sacrifice  of  a  portion 
of  the  community  to  the  Morgan  excitement  ?  It  is  the  freemasons 
now  ;  but  we  will  suppose  some  murder,  real  or  imaginary,  is  traced 
to  some  person  or  persons  belonging  to  some  other  denomination, 
civil  or  religious.  Is  it  not  equally  easy,  and  therefore  equally  prob¬ 
able,  that  they  in  turn  will  be  proscribed,  persecuted,  and  disfranchi¬ 
sed  ?  Thus  each,  in  succession,  may  become  the  victim  of  some  pop¬ 
ular  excitement,  and  suffer  by  the  operation  of  its  own  pernicious 
policy.  Excommunications  and  interdicts  will  become  the  order  of 
the  day,  and  all  confidence,  all  affection,  and  all  communion  of  inter¬ 
ests,  be  forgotten  in  the  strife  of  political  and  religious  ambition. 

Fanning  and  stimulating  these  excitements,  is  not  less  impolitic 
than  dangerous.  Political  leaders  may  perhaps  gain  a  temporary  as- 
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cendancy,  in  small  portions  of  the  country,  by  mounting  on  the  bub¬ 
ble  ;  but  they  will  lose  elsewhere  more  than  will  countervail  all  these 
momentary  advantages.  They  forget  the  moral  effects  ;  the  influ¬ 
ence  which  such  unworthy  appeals  to  popular  excitement,  for  the 
purposes  of  ambition,  will  have  on  those  who  are  free  from  the  con¬ 
tagion.  The  rational  and  reflecting  portion  of  their  fellow  citizens, 
who  always  form  a  phalanx  of  steady  opposition  to  the  progress  of 
error  and  delusion,  will  turn  in  disgust  front  the  spectacle  of  unhal¬ 
lowed  ambition,  stimulating  unhallowed  passions  to  a  warfare  against 
countrymen  and  brothers.  Thus,  while  these  short  sighted  politi¬ 
cians  are  heaping  up  their  little  mole-hill,  from  which  to  vault  into 
the  seat  of  power,  they  do  not  see  the  mountain  rising  at  a  distance, 
to  circumscribe  forever  their  petty  and  miserable  career.  Men, 
whose  whole  lives  have  been  passed  in  the  struggles  of  political  ri¬ 
valry,  are  most  apt  to  imagine,  that  because  they  have  no  other 
principle  of  action  than  politics,  it  must  be  so  with  the  rest  of  man¬ 
kind.  Under  the  influence  of  this  delusion,  they  are  prone  to  per¬ 
suade  themselves,  that  every  feature  of  their  policy,  and  every  act  of 
their  lives,  will  be  judged  of,  not  by  moral  tendency,  but  simply  in 
reference  to  party  feelings.  They  believe  the  people  will  approve  of 
any  act,  which  strengthens  their  political  association,  and  that  this, 
and  this  alone,  is  a  sufficient  counterpoise  to  the  obligations  of  jus¬ 
tice,  and  the  claims  of  humanity.  But,  for  ourselves,  we  have  a  gen¬ 
erous  confidence  in  human  nature,  which  prompts  us  to  repel  this  un¬ 
hallowed  presumption.  W.e  feel  assured  that  there  is,  in  a  majority 
of  our  fellow  citizens,  another  and  a  higher  intention,  by  which  to 
estimate  the  actions  of  their  leaders  and  rulers,  than  that  of  mere 
party  spirit.  Thousands,  and  hundreds  of  thousands  of  the  people 
of  the  United  States,  who  do  not  interest  themselves  in  the  success 
of  a  particular  party  or  faction,  in  a  mere  political  point  of  view, 
judge,  and  decide,  not  with  reference  to  politics,  but  to  morality  and 
religion.  And  hence  it  is,  and  we  w'ould  wish  to  impress  this  great 
truth  on  the  minds  of  daring  and  ambitious  leaders,  that  they  will  al¬ 
ways  gain  far  more,  upon  the  nation  at  large,  by  an  adherence  to 
moral  principles,  and  the  dictates  of  humanity,  than  they  can,  by  ap¬ 
pealing  to  any  ignoble  local  feeling,  or  by  administering  fuel  to  the 
madness  of  a  temporary  popular  excitement.  It  is  only  within  the 
petty  limits  of  some  town  or  district,  that  such  excitement  can  be 
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kept  up  for  any  great  political  purpose.  It  is  like  the  local  infection 
arising  from  some  stagnant  pool,  or  unwholesome  fen,  which  dimin¬ 
ishes  with  the  distance,  and  is  at  length  perfectly  neutralized  by  the 
purer  atmosphere  which  it  encounters. 

Still,  so  far  as  this  infection  extends,  its  consequences  are  more  or 
less  fatal ;  and  what  a  stain  will  be  on  the  reputation  of  the  United 
States,  whose  peculiar  boast  it  is,  that  none  of  the  elements  of  pro¬ 
scription  and  persecution  exist  in  their  constitutions  and  laws,  if  it 
should  at  length  be  found  that  intolerance  may  successfully  ingraft 
itself  on  the  popular  feeling,  and  thus  commit  the  same  excesses  it 
has  done,  in  all  preceding  times,  under  the  sanction  of  the  mere  will 
of  a  tyrant!  Should  such  an  example  present  itself  to  our  contempla¬ 
tion,  it  will  weaken,  if  not  destroy  our  faith  in  the  principles  of  our 
government,  and  our  reverence  for  liberty.  Should  it  be  found  in 
practice,  that  when  the  freedom  of  the  citizen  cannot  be  successfully 
assailed  behind  the  barrier  of  the  laws  of  the  land,  it  may  be  under¬ 
mined  and  destroyed  by  indirect  and  covert  means,  who  will  hereaf¬ 
ter  be  found  to  pledge  their  “  lives,  their  fortunes,  and  their  sacred 
honor,”  in  the  attainment  of  a  worthless  liberty,  which  fanatacism 
and  hypocrisy  may  filch  away  at  any  moment?  Even  the  best  of 
men,  who  cherish  the  most  generous  reliance  on  the  principles  of 
freedom,  arid  the  virtue  of  mankind,  will  lose  their  faith  in  both,  when 
thpy  see  such  miserable  spectacles  ot  human  folly  and  extravagance. 
There  is  then  reason  to  fear,  that  instead  of  standing  sentinels  over 
the  rights  of  their  countrymen,  they  will,  in  a  fit  of  indignant  despair, 
either  retire  from  their  posts,  and  consign  them  to  their  merited  fate, 
or  become  the  accomplices  of  those  who  have  deluded  them,  in  de¬ 
priving  them  of  blessings  they  know  not  how  to  preserve  or  enjoy. 

The  perversion  of  these  virtuous  feelings,  which  are  at  the  root  of 
most,  if  not  all,  popular  excitements,  such  as  we  are  now  consider¬ 
ing,  to  purposes  of  injury  to  any  particular  class  of  men,  is  not  more 
pernicious  to  freedom  than  to  morality.  Its  blind  fury  strikes  at  all 
the  social  sympathies ;  severs  the  bond  ol  brotherhood  ;  the  ties  of 
neighbourly  good  will ;  and  destroys  all  confidence  in  the  general 
intercourse  of  life.  The  name  of  freemason,  or  any  other  name  that 
happens  to  be  obnoxious  in  these  moments  of  madness,  becomes  sy¬ 
nonymous  with  wickedness  and  crime  ;  and  the  man  is  judged,  not 
by  the  tenor  of  his  former  life,  but  by  a  standard,  begotten  by  the 
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cunning  of  interested  hypocrisy  on  the  madness  of  fanatacism.  The 
mild  and  salutary  principle  which  forbids  our  confounding  the  many 
with  the  crime  of  one  or  of  a  lew,  is  lost  sight  ol  in  the  wild  crusade 
against  mere  phantoms ;  and  the  violation  of  every  social  and  moral 
duty,  is  sanctified  by  the  mysterious  unction  of  this  holy  warfare  a- 
gainst  our  countrymen  and  brothers. 

Nor  is  this,  perversion  of  virtuous  feelings  less  fatal  to  the  purity 
of  religion,  which,  whenever  it  is  connected  with  politics,  becomes  a 
mere  bondwoman,  to  be  prostituted  to  every  purpose  of  interest  and 
ambition.  We  should  have  believed,  at  least  a  few  years  ago,  that 
it  was  impossible  for  any  one  sect  to  rule  in  these  United  States. — 
And  if  any  one  were  to  arrive  at  the  pre-eminence  of  being  the  re¬ 
ligion  of  the  state,  what  would  be  the  consequence  ?  At  this  moment 
all  the  churches  ol  the  United  States  are  perfectly  free  ;  equal  in 
their  privileges  ;  equal  in  their  unlimited  license  of  propagating  their 
tenets  ;  and  equal  in  the  opportunities  of  acquiring  wealth,  power, 
and  proselytes.  The  laws  of  the  land  protect  them  all  alike,  and 
give  equal  liberty  to  all.  They  labor  under  no  political  disqualifica¬ 
tions,  but  such  as  are  thought  necessary  to  the  sanctity  of  their  pro¬ 
fession  ;  and  feel  no  dependence  but  on  the  Great  Governor  of  the 
Universe. 

But  suppose  any  particular  denomination  or  church  were  to  be¬ 
come  connected  or  identified  with  the  state ;  it  cannot  be  presumed, 
for  a  single  moment,  that  in  this  union,  the  state  having  in  its  hands 
the  distribution  of  benefices,  would  sink  into  the  secondary  power. 
The  church,  so  identified  with  the  state,  would  of  course  lose  its  in¬ 
dependence,  become  the  mere  creature  of  state  patronage,  and  sink 
into  a  puppet,  moved,  modified,  and  influenced  by  the  wires  of  state 
machinery  behind  the  scenes.  Instead  of  being  an  emanation  from 
heaven,  it  would  become  a  mere  thing  of  this  world.  Instead  of 
looking  up  to  the  Great  Author  of  religion  for  support  and  protection, 
it  would  be  found  grovelling  in  the  dust  at  the  foot  of  some  Golden 
Calf,  and  prostituting  the  Divinity  at  the  shrine  of  a  mortal. 

We  will,  however,  suppose  some  one  particular  church  succeeds 
in  attaining  to  this  bad  eminence,  and  thus  from  a  sublime  dispensa¬ 
tion  of  Heaven,  dwindles  into  an  instrument  of  state  policy.  Is  it 
possible  to  believe,  for  one  moment,  that  it  could  sustain  this  danger¬ 
ous  elevation  ?  Would  not  every  odier  sect  and  denomination,  thus 
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excluded  from  the  disgrace  of  state  patronage,  unite  against  this  up¬ 
start  pretender  to  infallibility,  and  overthrow  the  Idol  in  the  dust  r 
It  is  not  in  the  United  States,  as  it  was  in  the  days  of  religious  war¬ 
fare  in  the  old  world.  There  the  struggle  was  between  two  great 
rival  faiths,  which  comprehended  all  the  people  of  Europe,  with  the 
exception  of  the  Turks,  and  as  one  or  the  other  became  triumphant, 
or  yielded  the  preponderance,  it  was  alternately  the  persecutor  and 
the  victim.  Then  was  exhibited  the  spectacle  of  what  religion  may 
become  when  it  degrades  itself  by  an  alliance  with  the  state ;  a  change¬ 
ling,  one  day  exhibiting  the  likeness  of  one  parent,  the  next  of  anoth¬ 
er  ;  one  day  orthodox,  the  next  heterodox  ;  a  mere  prostitute  to  the 
passions  of  a  king,  or  the  interests  of  a  faction.  Stripped  of  her  di¬ 
vinity,  we  find  her  sometimes  presiding  at  the  stake  in  the  likeness  of 
of  an  executioner,  sometimes  chained  to  it  as  a  victim  ;  sometimes 
shedding  the  blood  of  others,  sometimes  offering  up  her  own.  In 
later  times,  restrained  by  the  mild  influence  of  literature  and  civili¬ 
zation,  these  scenes  of  violence  and  blood  have  given  place  to  a  rival¬ 
ry  of  a  different  aspect,  exhibited  on  one  hand,  in  haughty  airs  on  the 
part  of  the  wealthy  bondwoman  of  the  state,  and  on  the  other,  open 
or  secret  envy  on  the  part  of  those,  who,  without  sharing  in  the  pur¬ 
chase  money  of  their  freedom,  are  equally  enslaved. 

Fortunately  for  the  state,  fortunately  for  the  church,  and  thrice  for¬ 
tunately  for  the  people,  such  a  prostitution  of  religion  can  never  occur 
in  the  United  States,  under  any  auspices,  much  less  under  those  of 
a  mere  popular  excitement  like  that  of  anti-masonry,  however  such 
dreams  may  be  cherished  by  certain  ambitious  sects.  Proscription 
or  persecution  of  any  sect  or  denomination  of  men,  is  not  the  stepping- 
stone  to  power  in  this  country  ;  and  if  it  were,  we  believe  it  utterly 
impossible  that  any  one  single  religious  denomination  v/ill  ever  become 
sufficiently  strong  to  balance  the  united  opposition  of  all  the  others. 
Churches  often  separate  ;  but  their  union  is  a  miracle  yet  to  be 
worked  upon  earth.  There  are  four  or  five  different  churches  in  the 
United  States,  nearly  equal  in  numbers  and  wealth.  Will  these,  or  a 
great  majority  of  them,  unite  for  the  purpose  of  becoming  the  religion 
of  the  state  ;  and  if  they  do,  will  they  he  sufficiently  powerful  to  force 
the  state  to  take  them  for  a  concubine  ?  Or  even  if  they  were  to  unite 
and  to  be  successful,  will  not  all  the  others  unite  against  them  and 
pull  them  down  ?  In  every  point  of  view,  therefore,  we  conceive  it  to 
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be  utterly  hopeless  to  attempt  to  ingraft  a  state  religion  on  the  ruins 
of  freedom  of  opinion,  or  convert  it  into  a  tyrant  of  the  people,  and  a 
slave  to  the  government.  That  such  dreams  are  hovering  around  the 
pillows  of  certain  ambitious  sects,  we  think  we  perceive  many  striking 
indications,  in  the  aspect  of  the  times,  and  more  especially  in  the  con¬ 
duct  of  the  anti-masons  and  their  associates. 

Such  a  prepo  sterous  ambition,  however,  will  only  eventually  recoil 
on  itself.  As  yet,  and  we  are  thankful  it  is  so — as  yet  a  majority  of 
the  learned,  pious,  and  influential  pastors  of  the  different  churches  of 
the  United  States,  we  trust  and  believe,  are  not  infected  with  this 
mischievous  insanity.  Clothed  with  the  mantle  of  humility,  they  are 
content  with  being  the  humble  instruments  of  religion  and  morality. 
They  have  not  yet  forgotten,  that  the  most  endearing  of  all  the  rela¬ 
tions  between  them  and  their  people,  is  that  which  the  Scriptures 
delight  to  dwell  upon — that  of  a  shepherd  and  his  flock  ;  that  in  this 
character  their  duties  are  confined  to  watching  over  them,  lest  they 
stray  from  the  fold  ;  to  administering  kind  offices,  teaching  what  is 
right,  and  restraining  what  is  wrong  ;  to  kindness,  benevolence,  and 
instruction.  Such  men,  and  there  are  many  such,  know  that  their 
strength  and  influence  lie  in  the  performance  of  these  great  duties — 
not  in  stimulating  the  passions  of  their  flocks,  or  driving  them  over 
the  fields  of  their  neighbors.  They  see  in  the  clear  mirror  of  the 
past  records  of  Christianity,  that  religion  can  only  be  pure,  and  opin¬ 
ion  free,  where  the  church  and  the  state  are  divided  from  each  other  ; 
that  a  union  of  the  two  is  always  accompanied  by  a  surrender  of  the 
independence  of  the  former,  which  thus  furnishes  another  exemplifi¬ 
cation  of  the  fate  of  poor  Esau,  who  sold  his  birthright  for  a  mess  of 
pottage. 

Such  worthy  pillars  of  the  independence  of  the  church  are  not 
wanting  among  us,  even  in  that  state  which  first  rocked  the  cradle  of 
anti-masonry.  We  will  indulge  our  feelings  for  a  moment  by  citing 
the  example  of  one  excellent  and  learned  prelate,  who,  indefatigable 
in  the  performance  of  his  duties,  is  yet  zealous  without  bigotry— who 
is  the  persecutor  of  no  sect,  the  tool  of  no  party  ;  who  spares  no  vice, 
yet  wars  with  no  innocent  recreation  ;  who  is  the  fearless  champion 
of  truth,  without  being  the  inexorable  persecutor  of  error.  Equally 
removed  from  the  extremes  of  fanaticism  and  indifference,  he  stands 
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the  bulwark  of  an  enlightened  and  rational  religion,  an  honour  to  the 
church  over  which  he  presides,  and  to  the  Christianity  he  professes. 
Having  seen  and  studied  the  effects  of  a  union  ol  church  and  stale 
abroad,  he  has  left  on  record  his  testimony  against  it.  To  this  we 
will  add  our  humble  hopes,  that  whatever  may  be  the  success  of  the 
new  church  party  in  politics,  in  undermining  our  civil  rights,  they 
may  never  succeed  in  the  presumptuous  attempt  to  seize  on  the  scep¬ 
tre  of  opinion.  Religion  descended  from  heaven  free  ;  let  her  re¬ 
main  free  on  earth. 

We  had  supposed,  from  the  silence  prevailing  on  the  subject  in  the 
cradle  where  the  lusty  infant  was  first  rocked,  that  anti-masonry  was 
on  the  decline.  Indeed  we  are  assured  it  is  so,  in  that  quarter. 
But  public  excitement,  and  public  panic,  are  a  sort  of  influenza, 
which  seldom  if  ever  prevails  throughout  the  whole  country  at  the 
same  moment.  The  whole  body  politic  is  never  diseased  at  the 
same  time.  As  one  portion  is  infected,  the  other  becomes  convales¬ 
cent,  and  there  is  always  a  sufficient  number  of  persons  in  sound 
health  to  take  care  of  the  sick.  A  small  city  or  district  may  be 
turned  upside  down  by  a  panic  or  an  excitement,  Out  great  states  are 
not  so  easily  affected,  and  carry  with  them,  in  their  numbers  and  ex¬ 
tension,  a  sufficient  antidote  to  the  violence  of  the  few. 

This  has  been  exemplified  in  the  history  of  the  anti-masonic  ex¬ 
citement.  As  the  epidemic  subsided  in  the  west,  it  extended  itself 
to  the  eastward,  through  Vermont,  and  the  whole  of  the  New-Eng- 
land  States,  where  we  perceive  it  is  now  raging  with  exemplary  vi¬ 
olence.  A  masonic  convention  has  been  held  in  Boston,  and  anoth¬ 
er  has  been  called  in  Philadelphia,  in  the  next  autumn.  By  the  for¬ 
mer,  a  grave  question  was  propounded  to  a  learned  faculty,  whether 
masonry  was  of  ancient  origin  or  not ;  and  we  have  seen  with  re¬ 
gret  that  learned  faculty  gravely  replying  in  the  negative.  We  la¬ 
ment  to  see  a  venerable  institution — venerable  for  its  antiquity,  its 
learning,  and  the  illustrious  men  it  has  produced,  exercising  its  sa¬ 
gacity  in  the  solution  of  a  question  so  frivolous.  Of  what  conse¬ 
quence  can  it  be  any  where — more  especially  in  this  country,  where 
neither  our  fiee  establishments,  nor  reverend  absurdities,  acquire  any 
respect  from  age — of  what  consequence  can  il  be  to  the  fate  of  Mor¬ 
gan,  or  the  interests  of  humanity,  whether  freemasonry  is  one  cen¬ 
tury  or  ten  centuries  old  ?  It  can  neither  alter  its  value,  nor  its  ob- 


ANTI-MASONRY. 


31 


jecls.  The  only  question  applicable  to  the  present  case  is,  whether 
there  be  any  thing  in  its  institutions,  ordinances,  or  practice,  which 
sanctions  violence  and  murder  ?  This  question  is  best  answered,  not 
by  grave  trifling,  but  by  a  reference  to  the  principles  of  the  fraterni¬ 
ty,  disclosed  in  the  oaths  administered  to  the  candidates  for  admis¬ 
sion  into  the  different  orders,  as  published  by  the  anti-masons  them¬ 
selves.  Taking  these  for  our  guides,  we  cannot  but  perceive  very 
clearly,  that  the  great  bond  of  union  among  the  members,  the  ce¬ 
ment  of  the  society,  is  charity.  It  might  be  well  for  its  persecutors, 
If  they  could  say  as  much  for  themselves.  This  reference  to  the 
learned  faculty,  strongly  savours  of  the  practice  which  prevailed  in 
the  old  world,  during  what  is  called  the  Dark  Ages,  to  which  the 
present  age  presents  many  striking  features  of  resemblance.  There 
being  then  no  settled  principles,  at  least  no  practical  application  of 
them,  and  little  or  no  capacity  in  the  people  to  comprehend  their 
truth  or  falsehood,  recourse  was  had  to  retired  scholars,  abstract  phi¬ 
losophers,  and  sublimated  anchorites,  to  settle  these  disputed  points  ; 
and  thus  the  rights  of  nations  and  individuals  were  regulated  by  the 
dogmas  of  the  schools. 

A  number  of  other  important  considerations,  arising  out  of  the  sub¬ 
ject,  crowd  upon  us  ;  but  we  have  already  reached  the  utmost  limits 
of  the  space  allowed  to  this  article.  It  wTas  our  intention  to  give  a 
few  quotations  from  the  anti-masonic  publications  of  various  kinds, 
with  which  the  nation  has  been  scandalized  and  insulted  of  late,  as. 
furnishing  additional  evidence  of  the  designs  of  the  party,  and  the  spir¬ 
it  by  which  it  is  animated.  Above  all,  we  purposed  to  lay  before 
our  readers,  some  curious  extracts  from  the  Anti-Masonic  Almanac, 
in  which,  the  different  months  are  designated,  not  by  the  good  old 
agricultural  emblems,  but  by  the  prominent  scenes  in  the  supposed 
murder  of  Morgan,  represented  in  all  the  horrors  of  wood  engravings. 
It  was  also  our  design  to  remark,  in  terms  of  just  reprehension,  on 
the  conduct  of  some  of  the  members  of  the  masonic  fraternity,  who, 
after  having  voluntarily  taken  the  oaths  of  secrecy  prescribed  as  one 
of  the  conditions  of  admittance,  afterwards  as  voluntarily  came  for¬ 
ward,  and  perjured  themselves  in  the  face  of  the  world,  by  declaring 
all  they  knew.  But  we  have  now  only  room  for  a  very  few  words 
on  the  work  before  us. 

The  author  has  executed  his  task  in  a  manner  to  entitle  him  to 


32 


ANTI- MASONRY. 


the  thanks  of  all  rational  persons.  The  narrative  is  clear,  precise, 
and  particular;  abounding  in  just  principles,  correct  feelings,  candid 
admissions,  and  manly  censures  of  both  masons  and  anti-masons, 
where  Mr.  Brown  thinks  them  wrong.  It  is  singularly  impartial, 
considering  it  was  written  in  the  midst  of  the  fires  of  persecution  and 
proscription,  and  displays  an  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  history 
of  similar  excitements  in  different  countries.  We  therefore  strongly 
recommend  it  to  attention,  as  a  salutary  antidote  to  the  epidemic 
which  seems  to  be  spreading  itself  in  all  directions  throughout  this 
many  headed,  many  minded  republic. 


